Draft Recommendations

Recommendation

Priority Funding Areas

Explanation How will it be implemented?

i.e. legislation, policy, etc.

When will it be implemented?
Short, Medium, Long

Money needed?
High, Medium, Low, No Cost

Reconfigure PFAs to include three (3) tiers-
priority growth areas, stabilization areas and
priority conservation areas. Incentives for
each tier should be examined. Consideration
should also be given to alternative energy
resources, housing, economic development,
reinvestment areas (i.e. Enterprise Zones,
Designated Neighborhoods etc.) and stronger
density requirements and performance
standards in the reconfigured PFA structure.

The concept of reconstituting PFAs grew
out of many discussions about the need to
improve the focus of smart growth and
rural conservation. MDP, at the Chair's
request, expanded the tiered approach
under two categories: Development:
Priority Growth Areas, Priority
Reinvestment Areas, and Stabilization
Areas and Conservation: Rural Resource
Lands- Level 1, Rural Resource Lands-
Level 2 and Small Scale Conservation
Areas. The outcome of this concept was
the formation of a PFA Workgroup.

Medium Legislation, Policy Medium

The comprehensive plan should recognize
and address PFAs. Local zoning ordinances
should comply with the local comprehensive
plan and thereby be able to drive what
happens on the ground in order to fulfill the
PFA law.

Often, PFAs are not mentioned in both the
zoning ordinance and comprehensive plan.
This is an omission which should not be
overlooked since PFAs are a strong
planning tool for growth and development.
Further, PFAs should be subject to the
public participation process.

Medium Legislation




Reconsider PFA criteria and the process for
certifying PFAs.

Water and Sewer Planning

The PFA criteria is specific and can
sometimes be an impediment to PFA
certification, which can effect if a
jurisdiction is eligible to receiving some
State funding.

Medium Legislation, Policy No Cost

Change the existing law which permits
municipalities to submit their water and
sewer master plans directly to MDE for
approval.

The county water and sewer plans may
not always address or take into
consideration municipal water and sewer
plans.

Medium Legislation, Policy No Cost

Strengthen the requirement for septic system
permits which mandate better technology for

nitrogen removing system.

Smart Growth

Recommend a legislative remedy to the
Terrapin Run case.

Current septic system allowances may not

fully protect the environment.

Short Legislation, Policy Low

Amend Article 66B to remove any
ambiguity and make it clear that a local
jurisdiction must implement and follow

the comprehensive plan it adopts. Short

Legislation No Cost



Change Article 66B to require local
comprehensive plan review/update from six
(6) years to ten (10) years.

Local governments spend at a minimum
two years to update a comprehensive plan
which leave four years between updates
before the process must be started again.

Encourage reinvestments and/or tax credits
for brownfields/greyfield to encourage transit
oriented development, stimulate development
in BRAC Zones and for in-fill development.

Medium Legislation No Cost

These types of investments would typically
be accomplished in our existing growth
areas, promoting smart, sustainable
growth.

Medium Legislation, Policy Medium

Hold continual public outreach to educate
local officials and citizens about smart
growth and all that it entails.

Public scrutiny and misunderstanding of
smart growth principles undermine its
purpose. Education of officials and
citizens can only serve as a positive
influence on how smart growth is

1

Short Policy No Cost

Incentivize telecommuting.

Resource Conservation

Telecommuting can be an effective way to
contribute towards the reduction of
congestion.

Long Legislation, Policy Low




Target resource protection and production.
This is part of the original Task Force
recommendation to the tiered approach to
PFAs.

The concept of reconstituting PFAs grew
out of many discussions about the need to
improve the focus of smart growth and
rural conservation. MDP, at the Chair's
request, expanded the tiered approach
under two categories: Development:
Priority Growth Areas, Priority
Reinvestment Areas, and Stabilization
Areas and Conservation: Rural Resource
Lands- Level 1, Rural Resource Lands-
Level 2 and Small Scale Conservation
Areas. The outcome of this concept was
the formation of a PFA Workgroup.

Medium Legislation, Policy Medium

Purchase development rights to preserve
legacy farms.

State Development Plan

The purchase of development rights can
help to conserve Maryland's rural

resources.

Medium Legislation, Bonds Medium

State adopt a State Development Plan.

A State Development Plan is mandated by

State law.

Short Legislation Low

Require that State spending be consistent
with a State Development Plan.

Require a rural resource element in the State

Development Plan.

The State should have a plan for how it
spends its money.

Rural resources and initiatives associated

with it should be focused since
conservation is another tool to directing
growth to designated growth areas.

Short Legislation, Policy No Cost

Short Legislation Low




Infrastructure

Provide local governments with additional

authority to implement new revenue sources,

su'ch as transfer jcax and.excise tax aut.hority, Medium Legislation Low
with revenue being dedicated to provide for

infrastructure improvements. Implementation

would be a local option.

a.) Undertake this survey on a regular and . . .
. . Medium Policy Medium
predictable basis (once every ten years).

c.)Consider asking about infrastructure needs
in growth areas in future surveys in addition
to asking for infrastructure needs in Priority
Funding Areas.

Medium Policy Low

The Maryland Department of the
Environment should carefully review existing
standards and the programs of other states to
develop policies and regulations that
maximize opportunity for water reuse without
compromising public health and explore the
use of State funds to help jurisdictions
acquire rights for land application of treated
wastewater.

Medium Legislation, Policy Low




Expand the Department of Housing
Community Development’s Local
Government Infrastructure Finance Program.

The Department of Housing Community
Development’s is currently reviewing
options for enhancing the reach of the
Local Government Infrastructure Finance
Program. Requests from local governments
for assistance with municipal bond
financing have nearly tripled from $33
million in 2007 to more than $100 million
for 2008. The issue under review is use of
the Maryland Housing Fund’s resources as
a credit enhancement, replacing the costly
private bond insurance that now excludes
many smaller towns and cities from the Medium
municipal bond market. In addition, the
Department is looking at other models for
infrastructure investment, including the
Virginia Resource Authority, which
provides a similar service to the
Department of Housing Community
Development’s Local Government
Infrastructure Finance Program but at a
larger scale.

Legislation

High

Local growth policies should encourage
developers to design concentrated and
walkable communities in areas where such
development is appropriate. One possibility
is to give upgrades and maintenance of
existing infrastructure a high priority.
Adopting such a “fix it first” policy would
stabilize and improve infrastructure capacity
for infill areas.

Policy



Develop a Storm Water Management and While creation of this fee would provide

Utlities Usage Fee. new revenues, taxpayers may object that
there is no need for additional capacity and
that new development is not needed. This Medium Legislation Medium
has been politically difficult to implement.
The State should nonetheless create local
enabling authority. Implementation would
be a local option.

Water quality recommendations:

Continue to regulate development to

minimize its point and nonpoint pollutant Ongoing Policy
contributions.

Implement the Phase I and II of the nutrient
cap management and trading program for Medium-Long Policy Medium
pollutant reduction.

Intensify cooperation between
federal/state/local government agencies to Ongoing Policy
address impaired water ways.

No Cost



Deferred to the Adequate Public
Facility Ordinances Workgroup for

New development generating demand for For example, adequate public facilities
public facilities should “pay its way” for such ordinances and current development
facilities. regulations often do not address the
development’s off-site right of way
requirements for State and county Medium Local Policy Low-Medium

infrastructure and traffic mitigation.

Develop a sunset provision on adequate This is to prevent building new schools
public facility ordinances and/or require outside of designated growth areas in
mandatory redistricting of overcrowded response to an adequate public facility
schools. ordinance or identify priority growth areas
where State and local agencies should
concentrate efforts to address needs and Short Local/State Collaboration Low-Medium

lift adequate public facility moratoria.



The following are concepts discussed
by the Infrastructure Assessment
workgroup, but consensus was not

achieved:

Prior to development projects approval at the If adequate infrastructure is not currently

State or local level, adequate infrastructure
needs to be either be in place or planned to
support the project.

available and not likely to be available in
time to support the anticipated
development project, the project should
not be approved until such infrastructure is
identified and approved. This concept
states standard practice and essentially
does not add substance to our
recommendations.



A workgroup should be convened to review
and possibly revise the public school funding
process and standards as it relates to
expansion/improvement versus new
construction of schools. The workgroup
understands that a State task force has
recently addressed this issue and it is
considered settled for now.



